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Dear Stephen F. Austin Mustangs, Families, and Friends: 
     In the school year of 2013-2014, we will celebrate the 76

th
 anniversary of Stephen F. Austin High School 

(Austin).   We will be honoring the traditions and the past of our school as well as looking forward to the promise that 
each new beginning brings.  
       Austin continues to work towards exemplifying our motto of Mens sana in corpore sano (a sound mind in a 

healthy body).  We continue our commitments to prepare all students to be ready for post-secondary education and 
to live a life of leadership and service.   
 As every beginning also marks an end, I want to share with you a few of the remarkable success of the 2012-
2013 school year.  Below are just some of the results for which we are all grateful.  

Attendance 

 The overall attendance for the school went up .8 (8/10) of a point, from 92.8% in 2011-2012 to 93.6% in 
2012-2013. 
 
AcademicTesting 

 The overall percentage of students taking an Advanced Placement examination and earning a score of “3” 
or higher went from 21% in 2012 to 25% in the spring of 2013. 

 Advanced Placement Calculus increased the number of students achieving a “3” or higher on the exam from 
1 to 5 students, a 500% increase.  Two of those students earned the highest score, a “5,” and two achieved 
a “4.”   

 Advanced Placement Physics B posted a 100% increase in passing scores. 

 For the Algebra II STAAR EOC examination, 100% of the student passed the examination on the first try, 
which bettered the statewide average by 3 points. 72% of these students achieved the “Level III,” the highest 
possible category of scores on the examination, which bettered the statewide average by 2 points. 

 For the Exit Level English/Language Arts TAKS examination, the Limited English Proficiency (LEP) students 
and the Special Education (SPED) students gained some impressive ground from the 2012 administration to 
the 2013 administration.  In the 2012 administration of the exam, 41% of the LEP students passed on their 
first try, and in 2013, 62% passed, a gain of 21 points.  Similarly, in the 2012 administration of the exam, 
41% of the SPED students passed on their first try, and in 2013, 68% passed, a gain of 27 points.  These 
scores were the highest for the two groups since 2007. 

 For the Exit Level Social Studies/History TAKS examination, the Limited English Proficiency (LEP) students 
and the Special Education (SPED) students gained some impressive ground from the 2012 administration to 
the 2013 administration.  In the 2012 administration of the exam, 73% of the LEP students passed on their 
first try, and in 2013, 87% passed, a gain of 6 points.  Similarly, in the 2012 administration of the exam, 78% 
of the SPED students passed on their first try, and in 2013, 82% passed, a gain of 4 points. These scores 
were the highest for the two groups since 2007. 

 For the Exit Level Science TAKS examination, the Limited English Proficiency (LEP) students and the 
Special Education (SPED) students gained some impressive ground from the 2012 administration to the 
2013 administration.  In the 2012 administration of the exam, 76% of the LEP students passed on their first 
try, and in 2013, 83% passed, a gain of 7 points.  Similarly, in the 2012 administration of the exam, 41% of 
the SPED students passed on their first try, and in 2013, 69% passed, a gain of 28 points. These scores 
were the highest for the two groups since 2007. 

 For the English II Reading, STAAR EOC examination, this cohort of students (who took the Eng I Reading, 
STAAR EOC examination the year before) posted gains from their Eng I Reading results.  In 2012, 43% of 
the students passed this test on their first try.  This same cohort had 60% pass the English II Reading test 
on the first try, a gain of 17 points. The LEP group of this cohort also did much better.  In 2012, the LEP 
students of this cohort had 15% pass the Eng I Reading on their first try, and in 2013, 32% of the LEP 
students of this cohort passed on their first try, a gain of 17 points. 

 For the English I Writing, STAAR EOC examination, the LEP and SPED students posted gains from the 
2012 administration to the 2013 administration. In 2012, 2% of the LEP students passed on their first try, 
and in 2013, 6% passed, a gain of 6 points.  In 2012, 6% of the SPED students passed on their first try, and 
in 2013, 10% passed, a gain of 4 points. 

 For the Biology STAAR EOC examination, the SPED students posted gains from the 2012 administration to 
the 2013 administration. In 2012, 47% of the SPED students passed on their first try, and in 2013, 52% 
passed, a gain of 5 points.   
 
 



HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN HIGH SCHOOL 
1700 DUMBLE         HOUSTON,TEXAS     77023-3195     PH: (713) 924-1600      FAX: (713) 924-1619 

Principal Jorge L. Arredondo 
 

Academics, College and University Access 

 By December of 2012, 99% of our graduating class had been accepted to a college or university. By the end 
of the year, it was 100%.  For the Class of 2012, the percentage was 52%. 

 Our graduating class has been awarded $4.2 million in scholarships (at the time of this writing) for 

university tuition and fees, up from $3.7 million in the previous year. This was a record-breaking year. Never 
before in the history of Austin have so many dollars been awarded to so many recipients.  

 Pre AP Chemistry and Biology enrollment in 9
th
 and 10

th
 grade increased by about 50% over the last year.  

 AP Chemistry was offered for the first time at Austin.  
 
Port of Houston Maritime Academy 

 The first cohort of students to complete four years in the Port of Houston Maritime Academy was graduated 
in June. 
 
Magnet Program for Teaching Professions 

 The Magnet Program for Teaching Professions (MPTP) welcomed over 200 students into the program for 
the 2012-2013 school year. This is also a record; approximately 15 students entered in the 2011-2012 
school year. 

 MPTP was realigned for the 2012-2013 school year. Classes are now year-long; students will now have the 
benefit of receiving valuable education and training instruction for the entire school year.  As a result, the 
magnet course sequence was redesigned with sophomores now being enrolled in human and growth 
development classes.  

 For the first time, through a partnership with the Houston Community College (HCC), 10th grade MPTP 
students will have the option of receiving up to six (6) dual credit hours. 

 MPTP entered into a partnership with The Children's Museum that offered an internship program to 
qualifying 11th graders.  MPTP students who succeed in this program can be first in line to apply for summer 
jobs at the museum. 

 Grade 9 MPTP students participated in workshops sponsored by the Latino Leadership Enrichment and 
Development Program (LLEAD), a group of UH students who participated in a summer leadership session at 
the Harvard Kennedy School. Students also received valuable instruction in public speaking, leadership, 
activism, and organizing and participated in a group community project.  

 Grade 9, 10 and 11 MPTP classes toured His Place Early Childhood Learning Center as part of their Early 
Childhood Education studies. The center has extended volunteer opportunities for Magnet students. This 
offer fills the need for formal observation hours needed by the sophomores in the course Human Growth & 
Development. 

 This was the first year of the HISD „Secondary Reading Initiative‟ intended to help students entering Grade 9 
who scored below the 25

th
 percentile in Stanford in Grade 8 (Tier III) and students between the 25

th
 and 50

th
 

percentiles (Tier II).  Tier I describes students who do well in regular classes without explicit interventions. 

 Eighty percent of special education students in resource reading classes showed an increase of one to three 
Lexile levels for the period covering the fall semester of the school year 2012 – 2013. The progress was 
measured based on the results of benchmark tests administered on Sept. 3 and Dec. 15. 

 Austin continued with its Winter Holiday Accelerated Credit program in Dec. and a Spring Holiday 
Accelerated Credit program in March.  These were opportunities for students to regain lost credits and/or to 
gain original credits, thus helping more students meet graduation requirements. 

 Austin also inaugurated a Zero Period course. This was an opportunity for students to gain original credit 
and/or to regain lost credits, helping more students to meet graduation requirements. 
 
Community 

 Austin celebrated its 75
th
 Anniversary during the 2012-2013 school year. Over a thousand people attended 

the grand celebration.  

 Austin hosted an essay contest to celebrate the 75
th

 Anniversary. The theme of the contest was “The History 
and Legacy of Austin High School.” Two hundred and thirteen essays were submitted for the contest.  

 The National Honor Society (NHS) partnered with the YMCA, Cossaboom Branch, by providing holiday 
cheer (donations of food and gifts)  to three needy families.  

 Austin‟s Debate Team, sponsored by English/Language Arts teacher Matthew Taylor, competed in four 
tournaments throughout the spring semester. Awards were given to outstanding students. Speaker awards:, 
Ana Cordona (1st) and Yadira Bañuelos (4th and 8th). Seven teams advanced past preliminary rounds. In 
each tournament, one team finished in the top eight. 
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 In September, Austin students participated in the Texas Beach Cleanup - 59 students and 7 sponsors 
showed up strong to assist in cleaning the Bolivar Flats - Audubon Wildlife Refuge on Bolivar Peninsula. 
This was a joint effort of the Science Club and the student council. 

 In Nov., Austin students helped with the Houston Masters 25 K Half Marathon- 27 students and three 
sponsors showed up to work water station number #1 - serving Gatorade and water to over 1200 runners.  

 Operation Gracias – Nov. 5- 16 Students, faculty and staff raised over $1200 to provide turkeys and pies to 
all 10 custodians and 11 cafeteria workers along with 8 families selected by CIS who needed assistance. 

 The Special Education Department was awarded a garden grant in the amount of $2,000 by the Whole Kids 
Foundation.  The award was made following an assessment of the existing vegetable garden maintained by 
Life Skills students and staff, and its potential for promoting an awareness of the importance of healthy 
nutrition among students. 

 Austin students provided the work to ensure a successful harvest of vegetables and food crops. The crops 
were planted by Life Skills students during the last week of Dec. 2012. The bulk of the harvested vegetables 
were donated to the Houston Food Bank. 

 The female physical fitness team won 3
rd

 Place in the HISD Fall Classic Physical Fitness Competition. 

 JROTC Rifle team won 1
st
 Place in the HISD JROTC District Sporter Rifle Division Competition. 

 Austin‟s JROTC Color Guard provided support for over forty community and school events throughout the 
year. 

 The JROTC Battalion Commander, Jennifer Velasquez, won 3
rd

 Place in UIL News Writing.   

 The 2013 “Rocket Class” for Scientific Research and Design had two successful launches of large rockets. 
Rocket Level 1 – 1 mile/1 Pound Rocket: 2000 ft. altitude with successful recovery. Rocket Level 2 – 
Transonic (faster than the speed of sound, 340 m/sec): 4000 ft. altitude with successful parachute dual 
deployment and recovery (approximately 300 m/sec).  

 Our Mandarin Chinese language program was successfully launched in 2012-2013. 

 The Austin Sonic Boom Marching Band participated in the North Forest Battle of the Bands and brought 
home the following awards: 2

nd
 Place Medium Category, 3

rd
 Place Drill Team, 1

st
 Place Drumline, and 2

nd
 

Place Flags.  

 Sonic Boom was featured in a special television interview prior to the HEB Holiday Parade where it was 
announced that Austin was a forerunner in the selection for participation in the Presidential Inauguration for 
2013.  

 Sonic Boom participated in the: 
o HEB Holiday Parade (Thanksgiving Morning) 
o Nachitoches Festival of Lights Parade, Nachitoches, LA 
o Martin Luther King Parade – Band Instructor, Mr. Runnels, was selected as the Grand Marshal 
o Mardi Gras Tour of Galveston and New Orleans – Austin received Honorable Mention and was 

selected as the most entertaining marching band. 
o Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo Parade – 2

nd
 Place out of 10 participants.  

 Student Council, in conjunction with the Austin JROTC, honored those innocent Americans who perished in 
the tragic events of 9/11 with an early morning flag-raising ceremony. Balloons were released to symbolize 
the American spirit.  

 Four Austin students participated in the Baylor College of Medicine Saturday Morning Science Program from 
January through May 2013. 

 Science Fair Competition –HISD Fair January 2013-12
th

 Grade AP Physics Teams took 1
st
 Place, 2

nd
 Place 

and 3
rd

 Place in Team Physical Science Senior Division. 

 C - STEM Challenge 2013 – Austin took 1
st
 Place in Robotics and 1

st
 Place in the STEM Quiz Bowl. 

 One of our students, David Alonso, placed 2
nd

 in Science in the district and competed in the Regional 
Science Competition.  

 Thirty-five students from the Science department and Mr. Hennie‟s Engineering Freshman Class 
participated in the after school Engineering Design Mentorship Program with Rice University Engineering 
students. A fall and spring design competition took place at Rice University with students competing for 
scholarship funds.  

 Approximately 30 Science Club students participated in community service and science field trips in the fall 
and spring, including the Texas Beach Trash Off, 25K Masters Run, Operation Gracias, Project Green Tree 
– Tree Assessment, and the 75

th
 SFA Anniversary Celebration.  

 The Student Council in conjunction with the JROTC held its 6
th

 Memorial Day Tribute honoring the service 
men and women of the armed forces, especially those who did not return from war.  Austin High School has 
lost 65 alumni killed in battle.  The ceremony ended with the placement of a wreath at the Wall of the Fallen 
Heroes, which located in the vestibule. 
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 Communities in the Schools (CIS) provided students with an opportunity to intern in the legal and nursing 
professions during the summer. The Houston Bar Association /CIS Summer Legal Internship provided one 
Austin student with an 8-week learning experience from the best legal minds in the profession. The CIS 
Nursing Internship program partnered with St. Luke‟s Episcopal Hospital to host students during the summer 
to learn about the nursing profession. During the summer, three students from Austin had the opportunity to 
intern in the 2013 High School Summer Program with St. Luke‟s Episcopal Hospital. 

 The volleyball team had an excellent year and made the playoffs with an outstanding effort from all of the 
players 

 The boys and girls cross country teams did very well this year. They had numerous athletes who won 
ribbons and medals in all of their cross-country meets. 

 The boys and girls swim team started the year off right by winning many medals in their events. They hope 
to continue getting better in the spring. 

 The Austin Softball team placed third overall in district play and advanced to the state playoffs. We had six 
young ladies make 1

st
 Team All-District, three received 2

nd
 Team All District and two received Honorable 

Mention.  

 The boys‟ baseball team had an excellent season and made the playoffs. 

 The girls‟ soccer team continued to excel by making the playoffs again this year. 

 Boys‟ Soccer- Coach Schuster‟s soccer team almost went to the third round of the playoffs this year. They 
lost in the second round in a double overtime shootout thriller. 

 The track team had one of its members, Carlos Angel, make it through the district and area rounds, and 
finish his season at regionals in Huntsville. 

 Football- In the spring Taaron Timmons was recruited by 13 colleges as a junior. Some of these include 
large Division I schools such as: TCU, Boise State, Texas Tech, Utah State, and Michigan State. Also, junior 
Kevin Sowell has been recruited to play at 5 colleges. These include: Utah State, Houston Baptist 
University, Incarnate Word, Stephen F. Austin, and the University of Louisiana Lafayette.  

 The Career and Technical Education (CTE) department had approximately 300 students certified in 
Microsoft Word/Excel/PowerPoint and Everfi Financial. Our Skills USA team advanced to state and national 
competitions.   

 AHS and Cesar E. Chavez High School, HISD (CHS) Seventh Annual Livestock Show (LS) shattered 

previous records in auction totals, attendance and sponsorship. The total auction proceeds were 

$80,856.65, which topped previous years by more than $40,000. Over 100 persons registered as buyers in 

this year‟s Livestock Show, topping last year‟s 71. There were 12 more major sponsors this year in 

comparison to last year and there were over 250 persons in attendance, bettering last year‟s estimate of 

150. 

 AHS hosted the Social, Educational and Health Transition Fair (TF) for Students with Disabilities on Fri., 
May 17 from 12 pm until 3 pm in the girls‟ gymnasium.  The goal of the TF was to provide parents, guardians 
and students one-stop access to a variety of community providers that may assist them in their transition to 
their post-high school adult lives.  Numerous organizations participated, including the Texas Department of 
Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, MHMRA of Harris County, HCC/HISD Life Skills Transitional Program, 
the University of Houston Center for Students with Disabilities, and Special Olympics, Texas.  

 AHS organized the second annual White Rose Dinner which was held on Thurs., Apr. 18, 6 p.m. at the 
University of Houston Hilton Hotel, 4800 Calhoun.  The keynote speaker was Texas Supreme Court Justice 
Eva Guzman, who is an AHS Alumna. Justice Eva Guzman was appointed to the Supreme Court of Texas 
on Oct. 8, 2009, by Texas Gov. Rick Perry. The press conference announcing her appointment was held at 
the AHS Library and was attended by Governor Rick Perry, students, teachers and many local and state 
leaders from both political parties. Before her appointment, Justice Guzman served as an Associate Justice 
on the Houston-based Texas Fourteenth Court of Appeals for eight years and as a trial court judge on the 
309th Family District Court, having been appointed to the 309th by Gov. George W. Bush in 1999. Justice 
Guzman brings broad based experienced to the bench, having ruled on thousands of cases and published 
hundreds of opinions.  Texans have returned Justice Guzman to the bench in four elections since 1999.   

 AHS added four new business and community partners to the Site Based Decision Making Committee in the 
‟12-‟13 school year. They were Mike Gonzales of FAB Industries, Tiffanie Gupton of Luby‟s, Baltazar Garcia 
of Guacamaya Marketing and Concessions and Armando Chavez of Aztek Technology Group. 

 As part of the 2012 HISD Bond, Austin will receive a extensive renovations in the coming years. 
 

As we look to sustain and increase these results for the coming year, we look forward with hope and a sober 
understanding of the gravity of the school‟s mission. We are preparing tomorrow‟s leaders. 
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Sincerely,  
 
 
Jorge L. Arredondo  
Principal 

 


